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BIOGRAPHY IN MUSIC ~ SAMUEL BARBER

Lyric Fest Invites The Crossing to Celebrate the Centennial of the Philadelphia Composer
 

PHILADELPHIA, PA: Lyric Fest is a unique musical offering presenting leading vocal artists, a pianist and the spoken word. The annual vocal recital series Biography in Music opens its 2010/11 season and is devoted to the 100th Anniversary of the birth of Samuel Barber (1910-1981), one of the 20th century’s most renowned and best-loved song composers. Barber’s biography will be featured alongside his songs, including several previously unpublished, opera excerpts, and choral works performed by The Crossing, Donald Nally conductor. 

Saturday, October 23rd at 8 PM                           
Sunday, October 24th at 3 PM
The Presbyterian Church of Chestnut Hill

The First Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia
8855 Germantown Avenue, Philadelphia, PA
21st and Walnut Streets, Philadelphia, PA







  
Soloists: Emily Bullock, Suzanne DuPlantis, Bryan Hymel, Michelle Johnson, Randi Marrazzo, William Stone, and The Crossing, Donald Nally, conductor, with pianist Laura Ward. 

 

Tickets: General $25, Student $5.  Call 215-438-1702 to pre-order, online at www.lyricfest.org, or purchase at the door. Groups $10 per ticket for 10 or more people. 

 

"With this program, our aim is to celebrate Barber’s unique contribution to 20th century American art song and choral music," states Randi Marrazzo, co-founding artistic director of Lyric Fest. “He brought us beautiful, lyrical, challenging music, much loved by singers... and he was practically a native son, born in West Chester, PA."

 

The first name when speaking of American art song, Samuel Barber, a prodigy, was enrolled in the very first class of the Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia at age 14, majoring in not only composition, but voice and piano. "Barber was a gifted singer himself," states co-founding artistic director Suzanne DuPlantis, "He possessed a beautiful Baritone voice (early recordings of which exist) and debuted many of his own songs."  
The Lyric Fest audiences will hear art songs and choral works that have become part of the Western classical standard.  One of Barber's best-known, but rarely heard live, song cycles, Despite and Still (1968), will be presented in its entirety, with each singer taking a song.  Other offerings include: The Watchers, written for and championed by Barber's aunt, Metropolitan Opera Contralto Louise Homer; Do not utter a word and the final quartet from "Vanessa," Barber's first opera (1958) set to libretto by Gian Carlo Menotti, his longtime companion, the composer and fellow-Curtis alumnus. 

 

The Samuel Barber program marks the first collaboration between Lyric Fest and The Crossing, a Philadelphia-based award-winning professional chamber choir of 22 voices, led by Donald Nally. DuPlantis is convinced that "Barber's writing, at turns both lush and stark, is perfectly suited to the sound world, so masterfully created by Donald Nally and The Crossing." It also helps that Nally wrote his doctoral dissertation on the poetry choices in Barber's choral works. 

 

"Samuel Barber holds an important place for me,” says Nally, “because of his connection to Gian Carlo Menotti whom I knew very well, to Spoleto, where I conducted many of our singers for years, and his love for poetry and literature which I share, and - this is quite specific – his unique and entirely beautiful manner of using modal music to achieve a certain kind of warmth contrasted with a certain kind of emptiness." 

 

The Crossing will present two unaccompanied choral works: the stunning Twelfth Night (poetry by Laurie Lee), the intimate To be sung on the Water (poetry by Louise Bogan), and his choral masterpiece, Reincarnations, a three-song setting of James Stephens poetry.  The choir will also perform On the Death of Antony from the opera Antony and Cleopatra and a choral rendition of Barber's most famous song, Sure on this Shining Night (setting of James Agee).

 

Baritone William Stone makes a welcome debut with Lyric Fest. Mr. Stone has had an illustrious international career including performances in most of the major European opera houses, at the Vatican for Pope John Paul II and numerous appearances at the Metropolitan Opera. As a concert artist, Stone has appeared with every major orchestra in the country, including the New York Philharmonic under Kurt Masur and the Boston Symphony Orchestra with Seiji Ozawa.  Mr. Stone is currently on the voice faculty at the Academy of Vocal Arts in Philadelphia.

 

Lyric Fest welcomes back tenor Bryan Hymel, now enjoying a major international career in opera and hailed by The New York Times as "a strong, flexible tenor, with an attractive warm timbre." In the summer of 2010, Hymel, a graduate of  Philadelphia's Academy of Vocal Arts, made his highly notable debut as Don Jose in Carmen at the Covent Garden’s Royal Opera House.

 

Michelle Johnson, noted for her lush soprano, will debut with Lyric Fest. A native of Pearland, Texas and winner of numerous awards, including second place at Giargiari Bel Canto Competition and an Encouragement Award at the Gerda Lissner Foundation Vocal Competition, Michelle is a current third-year resident artist at the Academy of Vocal Arts in Philadelphia.  

 

Mezzo-soprano Emily Bullock is equally at home with opera, operetta, musical theatre, recital and oratorio settings. Having performed with such companies as Nashville Opera and the Colorado Symphony, Ms. Bullock is currently a professor of voice and opera at West Chester University in West Chester, PA.
# # #

